
Davis & Elkins College announces new President - 3/12 
Keri Brown 
 
Lead: New leadership will soon take place at Davis and Elkins College in Randolph County. Officials at 
the school announced this week it’s new president: Former Bethany College President Buck Smith. Keri 
Brown reports. 
 
Brown: Last year, Bethany College President Buck Smith announced his plans to retire. He had only 
started to map out his travel plans with his wife, when he got a call from a board member at Davis and 
Elkins, asking him to serve as a consultant for the school’s presidential search. Soon Smith found himself 
applying for the job. 
 
Smith: Two weeks later the chair of the committee says I’ve been doing my own due diligence and said 
would you consider it? I said I don’t think so, I’m retired ha ha.  
 
Brown:  Smith is 71 and he and his wife thought retirement could wait a few more years. 
 
Smith: Frankly, there is a providential side to life and we are Presbyterians and here was a small 
Presbyterian college that needed our help and it seemed like the right thing to do. 
 
Brown: Smith says he wants to increase the schools endowment and enrollment, which is currently about 
640 students.  
 
Smith: Well, I’m still getting my arms around it but I think one can say it’s been maintaining, obviously 
every institution has its challenges both financial and enrolment. One of the things is to bring public 
perception and clarity to fields of particular strength like nursing and psychology and business and match 
particular strengths of the college with recruiting and increasing enrollment. 
 
Brown: But Smith says the school is in a good position to move forward. 
 
Smith: They just had a very successful, 4 years ago centennial celebration so the facilities are in very 
good condition, a good relationship with community and Presbyterian church and faculty is in tact, given 
where Elkins is in this area of WV there is the recreational management and tourism program that has 
potential. 
 
Brown: Smith was the president at Bethany College for 3 and a half years and also served as President 
of Chapman University in California. Smith and his wife have also started a program known as 
EduCongo. The organization provides educational support to orphans of the civil wars and Aids epidemic 
in Africa. He says he plans to use his new position to create more awareness for the program. 
 
Smith:  Education is there hope for the future and helping to support that students at Bethany put 
together backpacks of material pencils and papers what we take for granite here are wonderful there and 
so connecting that with a number of colleges throughout the country this is another chance to get 
students involved at Davis and Elkins. 
 
Brown: Smith will begin his duties as President of Davis and Elkins College on July 1

st
.  

 
For West Virginia Public Broadcasting, I’m Keri Brown. 
 


