
Sentencing hearing - 3/14/08 
By Clark Davis 
 
Anchor: Yesterday, two defendants in the rape and torture of a woman in Logan County received the 
maximum sentences possible. Three women and four men have been charged in the case. All the 
defendants are white; the victim, Megan Williams, is black. In September she was held captive in Frankie 
Brewster’s trailer in the community of big creek. As Clark Davis reports, the family of Megan Williams is 
upset with the latest sentences to two of her captives. 
  
Davis: Karen Burton was the first to be sentenced. She’s the only defendant charged with a hate crime in 
the case. Judge Roger Perry sentence her to 14-to-30 years for that that crime, officially called a violation 
of civil rights, and two assault charges. Frankie Brewster received 10-to-25-years for second-degree 
sexual assault. Both Judge Perry and Prosecutors recommended that Burton and Brewster service the 
maximum sentence. 
But Carmen Williams, the mother of Megan Williams, is upset with the sentences. 
 
Williams: “I mean my opinion is nobody feels like I do, but Megan that’s my child. And I believe that she 
has no justice with the time that they gave them, it’s unacceptable.” 
 
Davis: Carmen and Megan Williams often wept during Thursday’s hearings. A group of supporters 
arrived from Charleston during Frankie Brewster’s hearing. This was one of the most tense moments of 
the day. Frankie Brewster gave a mean glare to the group of African Americans. The group did not 
appear to notice.  
 
Davis: On the Logan County Courthouse steps, Malik Shabazz led a press conference after the 
sentences were announced. Shabazz is with a Washington, D.C. group called Black Lawyers for Justice. 
The group has been advising the Williams family for several months. 
 
Shabazz: “There’s unanimous dissatisfaction here. That dissatisfaction ranges from the plea deals and 
the many charges that were dropped from these career criminals Frankie Brewster and Karen Burton. 
There’s dissatisfaction, Brian Abraham promised us that he would see this case through personally, but 
here on the date of the sentencing process of the ring leaders Brian Abraham is nowhere to be seen 
nowhere to be found, we’re left with some from his office.” 
 
Davis: Prosecuting Attorney Brian Abraham did not attend Thursday’s hearings. He’s a member of the 
Army Reserves, and reported to active duty last week for a year-long tour of duty. Reporters pointed this 
out to Shabazz, but it didn’t matter. 
 
Shabazz: “I don’t understand what happens here in Logan County and why they don’t take what happens 
to our people seriously and so we’re dissatisfied. And at this point it’s safe to say that I can speak for 
everybody that the remainder of this case and the remaining defendants, Bobby Brewster, Danny Combs, 
serious criminals, that this case should be tried by the states attorney.”  
 
Davis: Shabazz says he’ll ask Attorney General Darrell McGraw to take over case. In December, the 
Charleston Gazette quoted McGraw as saying he wanted to do just that. At the time, Prosecutor Abraham 
doubted that McGraw has any authority to prosecute criminal cases. McGraw did not return a call seeking 
comment. Prosecutors also did not comment following Thursday’s hearings. Overall, four of the seven 
defendants in the case have pleaded guilty to charges.  
For West Virginia Public Broadcasting I’m Clark Davis in Logan. 


