
Huntington drug stores on alert - 3/10/08 
By Clark Davis 
 
Anchor: A string of armed robberies in Huntington has drugstores on alert. That’s because the robbers 
aren’t after money; they want prescription drugs. Clark Davis has more.   
 
Davis:  At all three of the pharmacies recently robbed in Huntington, the thieves stole prescription pain 
pills, such as OxyContin and Lortab. These pills are profitable on the street. But David Potters, with the 
West Virginia State Pharmacy board, says drugstores can take steps to prevent thefts like this.   
 
Potters: “They should make sure they have proper video surveillance and that they make it posted with 
readily apparent signs that the location is under video surveillance for the deterrent effect as well as the 
evidentiary effect it may have. I also recommend to folks that they put a camera out in their parking lot. 
Out in the parking lot they may get into a vehicle and if you can get a description of the vehicle from video 
for police, maybe get the license number, those kinds of things would be very helpful.  
 
Davis:  Similar robberies have happened in other parts of the state, indicating just how widespread 
prescription drug abuse is. And it’s making law enforcement and pharmacists think creatively about how 
to catch the criminals.    
 
Potters: “Something that’s not common practice, but may become of use in the future is to have a 
stocked bottle of the types of drugs that the folks are seeking with a transmitter in it. So that they could 
track the location of the drugs as they leave the store, but that is not something that is being used 
industry wide, but we’ve heard discussion about it being considered.  
 
Davis: Huntington Police Department Sergeant John Williams says it’s important that pharmacists just 
give the robber what they want.  
 
Williams: Other things are instructing your employees to remain calm no heroics there it’s not worth the 
medication these desperate people are seeking. Instruct the employees to remain calm and be the best 
possible witnesses they can be and try not to offer much resistance. That would seem to be the best 
policy of course preservation of life is of the utmost importance to us.  
 
Davis: Potters says most of these robberies happen at smaller pharmacies where criminals think they 
can get in and out easily. 
 
Potters: Often times you are going to see that to be at the retail chain stores or the mom and pop 
independent stores because they don’t have to go through a whole store like a Wal-Mart or Kroger, its 
easier to get in and out, but you know if they feel comfortable stealing from once place, they’ll probably 
consider stealing from another.  
 
Davis: Budget Pharmacy in Huntington was robbed twice in the last several months by James Worden.  
Police found him in the back seat of a car two days after his second robbery.  He was shot and killed 
when police say he refused to drop his gun.  
 
For West Virginia Public Broadcasting I’m Clark Davis in Huntington.  


