
Graham conviction overturned - 3/14/08 
By Suzanne Higgins 
 
Studio Intro: A federal appeals court overturned yesterday the conviction of former Wyoming County 
Council on Aging Director Bob Graham. Graham was convicted in 2006 of cashing in more than $31,000 
in sick leave payments without seeking the approval of the council’s board of directors. But it was other 
aspects of this case that made national headlines. Suzanne Higgins reports. 
 
Higgins: The quiet little town of Itman was turned upside down in early 2004 with all the media attention 
following reports of Bob Graham’s $450,000 dollar salary as the director of the Wyoming Council on 
Aging. He built a Senior Center equipped with hot tub, tanning bed and plush top floor studio apartment. 
And he answered to a board of directors, many of whom were elderly and very confused about their 
fiduciary duties when questioned by media.   
 
By the summer of 2006 Graham faced 39 federal counts of embezzlement and fraud. Those included the 
embezzling of hundreds of thousands of dollars from the senior center. He was also charged with setting 
up illegal retirement accounts, and using the center’s tax exempt status to enrich his family, several of 
whom were also employed by the center.  
  
It was at times a titillating trial – complete with descriptions of exotic trips, extravagant purchases, 
personal use of senior center vehicles, fat bonuses, and testimony from an exotic dancer about Graham’s 
spending habits for private dancing at a local strip club. Higgins: Graham’s been serving a two year 
sentence for that single conviction at the Morgantown Federal Correction Center since January 2007. 
Charleston Attorney Michael Carey was part of Graham’s defense team and delivered the news to his 
client Thursday. 
 
Carey: Yeah I spoke to him, advised him he was a free man. He’s very happy 
 
Higgins: Carey explained yesterday’s action by the 4

th
 Circuit Appeals Court in Richmond as it relates to 

the original conviction. 
 
Carey: He was originally charged in a 39 count indictment. The judge acquitted him of 38 and found him 
guilty of count 14, which charged him in effect of stealing or converting to his own use money that he 
cashed out for his sick leave. The District found that he didn’t have adequate permission from the Board 
to do so. On Appeal the court said even taking the evidence in the light most favorable to the government 
there was insufficient evidence to reach that conclusion and found that he did in fact have permission 
from the Board.  
 
Higgins: Carey says for him, the reversed conviction is reaffirming. 
 
Carey: It restores my faith in the process. Here you have someone in the public opinion probably not a 
popular person, but the Court of Appeals isn’t at all concerned about the status of a person but rather the 
status of the evidence, and found it to be insufficient and overturned the conviction. 
 
Higgins: Carey believes his client will remain in prison for up to 3 weeks while the U.S. Attorney’s Office 
in Charleston decides whether to appeal yesterday’s ruling, which he says is very unlikely.  
For WV Public Broadcasting, I’m SH in Beckley. 
  
 
 
 
  


