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Anchor: We see all kinds of technology on crime shows, but most think it’s just made for television. One 
local class is teaching local law enforcement technology that will allow them to catch the criminal of the 
digital age. Clark Davis has more.  
 
Davis: Robert Boggs works for the state police Forensics Unit housed at Marshall University. He uses 
computer equipment everyday to track down evidence in crimes such as child pornography. 
  
Boggs: “Keeping up with the trends is unbelievably difficult, the case load is pretty high.” 
 
Davis: On Wednesday, Boggs was learning how to use software that can reduce the gathering of digital 
evidence from several months to less than a week. 
  
Boggs: “And this software is very powerful and it allows you to go in and actually parse out and carve out 
certain types of data that you’re looking for. For example it might be graphics, documents, e-mails and it’ll 
filter irrelevant items and only pull out the ones that are relevant. It really helps with the investigation so 
you don’t have to sit down behind a computer and spend six months on one hard drive, you can spend 
two or three days and get it done and get it out to the investigator for it to be prosecuted. 
 
Davis: The software has the ability to find information that has been deleted by the criminals. It can find 
anything from child pornography to stolen financial documents.  
 
Sound of Class (Nick Drehel instructing) 
 
Davis: That’s Nick Drehel an instructor with AccessData, the company that licenses this software.  
 
Drehel: “Some of the highlights of this training is how to properly image computer evidence, we can then 
go ahead and process the evidence, recover things that are deleted. We are able to identify illegal 
photographs and when it comes to financial crimes we are looking for evidence of financial scams, 
transfer of money on the internet. We’re looking for financial documents that may have been stolen from 
servers and then being used for profit. Then we take all this information together and create a report and 
that report is what’s used to be used in any kind of administrative or criminal hearings.  
 
Davis: Among those in attendance was a private forensics group out of Barboursville called Second 
Creek Technologies. They often work with the local law enforcement on forensics cases. Bryan Brubaker 
of the Marshall Forensics center says the software allows investigators to go to places on the computer 
that most users don’t realize exists. 
 
Brubaker: “The software allows investigators to take a look at the data on a disc in a way that is not 
normal for a regular user to see. So in terms of examination, a lot of times when users, computer users do 
things on the computer, especially with internet and e-mail and things of that nature there are a lot of 
things that are happening in the background of the operating system on the disk itself that the user is 
unaware of that the operating system records. This software allows the investigator to go at that level and 
take a look at the activities on the computer.  
 
Davis: For West Virginia Public Broadcasting I’m Clark Davis in Huntington. 


