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Lead: Hollywood actor John Corbett will soon be coming back home to Wheeling West Virginia. Corbett 
and his music band will be playing a special concert to raise money for his alma mater: Wheeling Catholic 
Central High school. Keri Brown reports. 
 
Brown: Wheeling Central Catholic High School Principle Joe Viglietta says Corbett was always coming 
up with ideas to entertain his fellow students. 
 
Vigleitta: I remember when he was a junior he asked us to do a gong show at Central and we said yes 
but you have to be in charge of it and he said yes and did a fantastic job and his mom sewed hundreds of 
sequins on his jumper suit and he impersonated Elvis, it was tremendous.  
 
Brown: John Corbett graduated from Wheeling Central Catholic High School in 1979. Viglietta says he 
was the popular, tall and funny athlete. 
 
Vigleitta: He was wonderful well-rounded involved in school’s life he lived just across from the 
gymnasium played football basketball, a normal all around young fellow. 

Brown: Corbett is best known for his roles in the television shows “Northern Exposure” and “Sex in the 
City”, as well as the movie My Big Fat Greek Wedding. He also started a country music band a few years 
ago. Corbett recently revisited his roots at Wheeling Central while in town for his god son’s birthday.  

Vigleitta: He came to school and did announcements for us on our television and them he stayed had 
picture taken and signed autographs just humble, self effacing a wonderful kid. 
 
Brown: Viglietta says that’s when Corbett suggested performing a concert to help raise money for the 
school. 
 
Vigleitta: The purpose is to raise money for tuition assistance Johnny never came from affluence or 
anything like that. He and his best friend Greg George are East Wheeling boys, grew up in the 
neighborhood around the school and his family struggled to pay tuition and never forgot his roots and has 
been kind to students who don’t have it easy delighted to do benefit concert to help the kids. 
  
Brown: John Corbett and his band will perform in concert at Wheeling Park’s White Palace on April 11.  
 
For West Virginia Public Broadcasting, I’m Keri Brown in Bethany. 

  

 


