
Independent community colleges - 3/12/08 
By Clark Davis 
 
Anchor: A bill passed Saturday night will allow Community colleges around the state to become 
independent of universities. Clark Davis has more. 
 
 Davis: Marshall Community and Technical college president Keith Cotroneo says legislation will give his 
school the flexibility it needs. The school will now get its own governing board which Cotroneo says will 
allow it to focus on its mission.    
 
Cotroneo: It’s very difficult for one board to represent two separate institutions with two separate 
missions. I anticipate that we will be reaching out more to a non-traditional student and we’ll be designing 
our services and processes with the non-traditional student in mind. By that I mean students that are 
older and who are working or who are seeking a career change or looking for entry points in to the 
workforce.  
 
Davis: James Skidmore, Chancellor of West Virginia Community and Technical colleges says it will allow 
all the schools in the system to develop their own curriculum.  
 
Skidmore:  “We’ll do a better job in workforce development and will end up with a better skilled workforce 
so we can advance the economic development effort of the state. I think on the University side that they 
can focus more on their part of the mission, baccalaureate or graduate education those types of things.  
 
Davis: The legislation did generate some controversy. Lawmakers in Wood County were concerned that 
the community college WVU Parkersburg would no longer be allowed to offer four year degrees by 
separating from WVU. Connie Dziagwa Executive Director of Institutional Advancement says that’s not 
longer a concern.  
 
Dziagwa: that language was taken out of the bill. So we will continue to have the opportunity to offer our 
community college programs, our one and two year programs, the bachelor degrees we already offer and 
any additional bachelor degrees we feel we need to offer in the area. We are the only community college 
in West Virginia that offers bachelors degrees.  
 
Davis: Schools will be the process of becoming independent on July 1

st. 

 

For West Virginia Public Broadcasting I’m Clark Davis in Huntington.  


