
Former President Bill Clinton on the campaign trail in West Virginia      3/27/08 
By Keri Brown 
 
Lead: Former President Bill Clinton made stops in West Virginia on Wednesday to rally support for his 
wife’s campaign. Senator Hillary Clinton and Senator Barack Obama visited the Southern Region last 
week. While in Wood Co., Clinton talked about Hillary Clinton’s plans for change, including creating more 
jobs, universal healthcare and tightening up loop holes in our foreign trade policies. Keri Brown reports. 
 
Brown: Bill Clinton made his first stop on his wife’s Solutions for America campaign at Jefferson 
Elementary Center in Parkersburg. Although a lot of seniors attended the morning rally, the crowd was 
mixed with supporters of all ages. Clinton thanked the crowd for supporting him in the past and told them 
that Hillary is the right candidate for change. 
 
Clinton: This is a fascinating election. Her campaign against Obama has been epic because he’s a very 
attractive candidate, he gives a great speech, has attracted enormous support among young people, he’s 
had sort of the culturally upscale part of the party and media, but for some reason, she’s still around. Why? 
Because of people who know that they need a president as opposed to the feeling of change, change that 
they can rely on and are supporting her and I want to talk to you about that. 
 
Brown: Many Democratic voters like Jason Graham of Parkersburg came with signs and t-shirts reading 
Hillary is the Smart choice for president. Graham is a sheet metal worker and a local union representative. 
He says the economy and job security are the primary reasons he’s supporting Clinton. 
 
Graham:  Our work is going out to basically anybody whose not and um we don’t like the way that 
Obama is talking and don’t like the change that he has and what he says. We want to keep everything in 
America and that is what we are here for. 
 
Brown: Ironically, Part of Bill Clinton’s legacy as president is passage of the North American Free Trade 
Agreement, which has resulted in the loss of thousands of steel jobs across the country. Clinton not only 
signed the legislation, he lobbied Congress extremely hard to get it passed. He didn’t say NAFTA was a 
mistake but says Hillary Clinton is the right person to fix these problems.  
 
Clinton: Trade enforcement is one fifth what it was when I served. Hillary believes that we should re-open 
all of the trade deals from NAFTA forward and put labor and environmental standards on all of them so 
we don’t loose jobs to slave wages overseas and both sides lose. She believes that we should repeal the 
provision of the tax code that actually encourages people to move their jobs.  
 
Brown: Clinton addressed other talking points, including more research for clean coal technology, 
making student loan rates more affordable and ending the war in Iraq. 
 
Clinton: I want to be perfectly candid. Here’s her plan: hHer plan is to bring troops home within 60 days 
of beginning office consistent with our obligation to take care of the 100,000 American civilians there, 
which you want us to do right?, and taking care of the Iraqis that put their life on the line for us our 
translators and our drivers. If we leave them here behind they will be walking targets to assassination and 
no matter what your stance on the Iraq war is we have a moral obligation to take care of them too. 
 
Brown: A big issue that concerned many in the crowd is affordable healthcare. 68 year-old Joyce Merrill 
of Wirt County says she’s having a hard times making ends meet. 
 
Merill: I’ve even gone back to work part time to pay healthcare 3oo plus a moth. The deductions and 
prescriptions are outrageous. You just take your pills every other day sometimes. 
 
Brown: Clinton acknowledged WV’s growing elderly population and says Hillary’s plan will help seniors 
with rising medical costs. 
 
 



Clinton: The only place where seniors are facing this type of dilemma is in the Medicare drug program 
because of the so called donut hole and I hate that donut hole for two reasons one is because as a guy 
who has battled his weight my whole life, I always love the donut whole before it’s the only guilt free part 
of the donut. How much can it cost to produce one more pill once you have produced a million. The VA 
hospitals’ get a volume discounts, state of WV and GM motors can get volume discounts. Only the US 
government can’t because of the power of special interests in Congress. You vote for Hillary and we will 
be helping people, not special interests groups.  
 
Brown: At the end of the rally, Clinton shook hands with audience members and signed autographs. He 
also made stops in Beckley and in the community of Chesapeake in Kanawha County.  
 
For West Virginia Public Broadcasting, I’m Keri Brown in Parkersburg.  
 


