
Berkeley group operates a pet food bank -  2/19/08 
By Cecelia Mason 
 
Studio lead:  The winter months often mean more business for food banks and organizations that help 
pay heating bills.  People who can’t afford to feed themselves also can’t afford to feed their pets.  An 
Eastern Panhandle organization is working with individuals and animals shelters to help feed hungry cats 
and dogs, as well as spay and neuter them.  Cecelia Mason has more: 
 
Mason:  On a recent Monday morning Star Silva of the Promise Animal League goes on a journey she 
makes at least two times each week: 
 
Silva:  See there’s dog biscuits in there, cat trees, litter, cat food, dog food, 
 
Mason: Silva is at a warehouse near Hagerstown Maryland with a rental box truck collecting damaged 
bags of pet food.  Volunteer Rhonda Tiffany helps Silva take the food to a nearby storage facility where it 
will be distributed to animal shelters, rescue groups and individuals from the surrounding area: 
 
Tiffany:  It’s a lot of hard work but it’s a lot of fun too.  
 
Mason:  Why is it fun? 
 
Tiffany:  Well, you know you’re helping other animals, you’re keeping animals alive, keeping them from 
being destroyed and you’re helping people who can’t afford to go out and buy food for their own animals.   
 
Mason:  Silva says the Promise Animal League helps about 10 elderly families that have trouble buying 
pet food and litter for their animals.  The organization also works with about 15 low income families: 
 
Silva:  They have children, they are on public assistance, and unfortunately they are trying to survive 
themselves and the pets are the last ones that are taken care of.  So what we do, our group steps in, we 
go into the family, we assist them with pet supplies and we offer them low cost spay and neuter 
programs.  And then we transport their animals to the vet to get them spayed and neutered and then it 
stops the cycle.   
 
Mason:  And Silva says Promise Animal League’s biggest goal is spaying and neutering as many cats 
and dogs as possible. 
 
Silva:  Once we alter them then they’re not having any more babies.  So then that’s less mouths to feed, 
that’s less that are being put into shelters that are being euthanized, less unwanted ones, less that are 
abused.  
 
Mason:  By the time Silva and Tiffany reach the storage area, several people are lined up to get supplies.  
One man is from a shelter about 45 minutes away in Pennsylvania.  An older couple has come to get food 
for feral cats that live on their property in Maryland.  And Ed Duncan has driven from Morgan County to 
get food and supplies for the Humane Society there.   
 
Duncan:  We’re supported entirely by donations and grants.  We get no government money whatsoever 
and we are dependent upon this kind of thing to keep us in business from the standpoint if we didn’t get it 
from Star and her sources we’d have to be buying it and that would put a crimp in our program services.  
 
Mason:  After they give Duncan and the others a pick-up truck load of pet food and litter, Silva and four 
volunteers stack what’s left in the storage units.  They look full … but Silva says they’ll be empty again 
within a week because there’s a huge demand for the pet food that’s stored there.   
 
For West Virginia Public Broadcasting I’m Cecelia Mason in Hagerstown, MD.   

 


