
Special homecoming  planned for Army cadet missing since 1942 -  2/14/08  
By Keri Brown  

Lead: 66 years ago, an Army Air corps plane disappeared over California’s Sierra Nevada Mountains. 
Cadet Earnest Glenn Munn of Belmont County Ohio near wheeling was among four people on board. 
Now, Munn’s sisters are finally planning his funeral. Keri Brown reports. 

Brown: Over the last 3 years, a receding glacier has helped lead to the discovery of three of the 4 people 
aboard the plane that went down in a blizzard in 1942. This week, 87 year-old Jean Pyle was 
overwhelmed with emotions when she finally received a call she’s been waiting for most of her life. Cadet 
Earnest Glenn Munn has been found. A body discovered by hikers last Summer was identified as her 
brother. 

Pyle: I don’t know how I feel you are so happy that it ended that we have closure. It’s been so many 
years that we wondered.  I guess I should be really happy but how can you be happy when you loose 
your brother. 

Brown: Munn was just 23 when he died. He and three other airmen were on a training exercise when 
their plane crashed. Two other bodies were found. For the last few years, Pyle was worried that she 
wouldn’t live long enough to see her brother found. Now, she’s being bombarded with calls from 
community members wanting to help plan a special homecoming. 

Pyle: We are going to bring him home and I think that the government will be involved. We haven’t met 
with them yet. They called and said that they wanted to meet with me and my three sisters. We haven’t 
met yet to plan what we want to have and I’m getting all kinds of calls from people who want to be in on it. 
 
Brown: Pyle hopes the burial ceremony will be in the Spring or Summer when the weather warms up. 
That way her three siblings, also in their 80’s can attend. Munn will be buried in the family plot in Pleasant 
Grove Ohio.  
 
For West Virginia Public Broadcasting, I’m Keri Brown in Bethany. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


