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By Clark Davis, West Virginia Public Broadcasting 
 
Anchor:  A new class at Marshall University uses music to teach infants and toddlers developmental 
skills. It’s called Grow with Music. Clark Davis attended a session and filed this report. 
 
Davis: Jennifer Orndorf is excited. It’s the first day of school for her three year old son Evan. He’s one of 
seven students enrolled in the Grow with Music class at Marshall University. And Jennifer says she has 
high expectations.  
 
Jennifer Orndorf: “The obvious is social, but I think music helps him to expand his thought processes. At 
least at this age I think it’s a good learning foundation for learning other things in life and as he grows. 
And hopefully pick up playing instruments. Of course singing, we do a lot of singing at home, it just builds 
on his foundation we’re trying to build right now for him.  
 
Sound of Kids Singing 
 
Davis: Inside the classroom Evan is having fun dancing and singing with his classmates. Teacher Joni 
Pappas is constantly singing to the kids. 
 
Sound of her singing underneath VO 
 
Davis: Pappas is a certified neurologic music therapist that specializes in early childhood intervention. 
The classes are weekly and she teaches three age groups: birth to 18 months, 18 months to three years 
and children three to five.   
 
Pappas: We use music to enhance the areas of development, such as cognitive academic skills, speech 
and language acquisition, also with social skills working with behavior, on task behavior and sharing. And 
the activities that the children are involved in of course are age appropriate according to where they are 
developmentally. And the music just helps to enhance their development and a child learns through play, 
that is their work, and music is naturally play.  
 
Davis: Pappas has also taught music in public schools. She says she sees more change in kids through 
these classes.  
 
Pappas: “You just see that the development is much more enhanced. You see a child progressing, if they 
do struggle in a certain area, progressing more steadily and more consistently possibly than one that has 
not. You just see that the music is so motivational. The child is much more willing to participate so to say 
in their development or to do certain activities that enhance fine motor skills such as grasping a drum 
mallet will help their grasp and holding their cup or pen down the line for that matter.  
 
Sound of Class 
 
Davis: The kids are carrying instruments as Pappas instructs them on how to play. Parents wait in the 
hall as class continues. Michelle Douglas expects the class to help prepare her five year old daughter 
Aria for kindergarten in the fall.  
 
Michelle Douglas: She couldn’t sleep last night. She was excited about coming, so you know I think just 
learning about taking your turn and things like that. It’s more than the music, it’s a socialization so 
hopefully that will help us.  
 
Davis: The classes last 15 weeks and cost from $150 to $250. 
 
For West Virginia Public Broadcasting I’m Clark Davis in Huntington.  
 

 


