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Anchor: The WV Republican Presidential convention received the attention that party leaders wanted, 
but there has been criticism of the format. Some supporters of Mitt Romney were upset when delegates 
for John McCain, after realizing their candidate would not win, vote for Mike Huckabee so that Romney 
would lose. A survey of delegates by WV Wesleyan College students reveals the makeup of the 
delegates may have given Huckabee an advantage. Clark Davis reports. 
 
Davis: WV Wesleyan students administered the survey to about 400 delegates. Among the results: 58% 
identify themselves that evangelical Christian. Robert Rupp, a political science professor at WV 
Wesleyan, says that probably helped Huckabee, a former Baptist minister. 
 
Rupp: Of the more than 400 delegates we surveyed 60% (voted for) him. That would be an indication 
that they were ready to vote for Huckabee and I think that explains his strong showing.  
 
Davis: A Pew Public Research poll conducted in August shows that 36 percent of white Evangelical 
Christian Republicans are less likely to vote for a Mormon. But Rupp doesn’t believe Romney’s religion 
hurt his campaign in WV. 
 
Rupp: In this campaign I did not see that as central to the campaign. It wasn’t central to press coverage. I 
did research on 1960 John Kennedy’s campaign and in that case his Catholicism was recognized and 
became an important part of his campaign. I did not see overt evidence of that in this campaign.  
 
Davis: Rupp says political success depends on building coalitions. He says that’s where Romney’s 
supporters failed at the Republican convention. 
 
Rupp: There were a lot of narratives at that convention and one of them was practical politics in which 
you saw formed a coalition between Huckabee and McCain that kind of mirrored the enemy of my enemy 
is my friend. So the alliance between those two campaigns should not surprise us.” 
 
Davis: Of convention delegates who took the survey, 69% were over the age of 45, and men 
outnumbered women 53 to 47%.  
 
For West Virginia Public Broadcasting, I’m Clark Davis, in Huntington. 
 


