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This year, West Virginia fell behind Mississippi to rank dead last in the amount spent per person on 
libraries. The state’s librarians are used to stretching a dollar. But they’re afraid that certain bills before 
the Legislature could hurt their budget even more.  
 
Allen Johnson is proud of what the Pocahontas County Free Libraries have accomplished, including a 
national award for service to the community. He says libraries are not a luxury – they’re a necessity to 
draw and keep families in the community. “Having a strong library is vital to attracting young families and 
convincing them to stay,” Johnson said. 
 
But the amount of state money going to libraries hasn’t increased in ten years, according to Judy Rule, 
director of the Cabell County Library. “We have library employees who’ve worked here more than 20 
years making less than $20,000 a year. We have librarians with master’s degrees making $20,000. 
Library salaries are terrible,” Rule said. 
 
Librarians have two major concerns about Gov. Joe Manchin’s budget. One involves his pledge during his 
State of the State Address to devote more local education money to teacher salaries. “But I have found 
that in many cases the money was used for purposes other than the classroom salary supplements that it 
was meant for,” Manchin said. “Therefore, I will introduce legislation this year that requires all of our 
counties to use 100 percent of this extra School Aid Formula money for classroom teachers’ salaries. “ 
 
Librarians are worried that Manchin’s proposal could hurt them in the future. They’re trying to get local 
school boards to pony up more money. By 2011, they have to get at least half their money from local 
sources, or lose state matching funds. Senate Education Chairman Bob Plymale says he wants to leave 
county school boards some flexibility. 
 
The other concern was that Manchin’s budget left out $400,000 in money for library projects. In fact, 
Manchin zeroed out all money for lawmakers to spend on local projects, such as school bleachers. But 
Manchin has reversed course and agreed to restore about $12 million for local projects, according to 
Senate Finance Chairman Walt Helmick. “The governor tells us he didn’t realize his staff had taken it out,” 
Helmick said. “It has been restored. 
 
That’s good news to Rule, who has worked at the Cabell County Library for more than 40 years. Despite 
the low pay, librarians like Rule stay devoted to West Virginia. They’re just hoping that West Virginians 
are as committed to them. 


