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Lead: In November, shareholders of Wheeling Pittsburgh Steel approved a merger with a Chicago based 
steel distribution company known as Esmark.  During that meeting, Esmark officials vowed that more 
restructuring would take place. Now union officials are getting word that hundreds of jobs are be at stake. 
But no one knows how many or where. Keri Brown Reports. 
 
Brown: Workers at Wheeling Pittsburgh Steel are frustrated. They are frustrated with the company and 
their frustrated that their own union can’t give them any answers. 
 
Waugh: We are embarrassed to tell the membership when, where and why it will happen; we can’t get an 
answer that is consistent. 
 
Brown: John Waugh is President of the United Steelworkers local that serves plants in Martins Ferry 
Ohio and Beech Bottom West Virginia. He says uncertainty is causing a lot of tension. 
 
Waugh: They are worried about are they going to have a job anywhere in this corporation. We have a lot 
of new hires and less than 3 years without employment security, my belief is our people who losses their 
job should be able to go up and capture those jobs at another plant. Their locals say no so we have a 
power struggling going on. 
 
Brown: An Esmark spokesman says the company isn’t releasing specific numbers of job cuts. The 
company is deciding which products to continue to make and which ones to drop. John Saunders, the 
United Steelworkers Contract coordinator says the number of layoffs is constantly changing in 
discussions with Esmark officials. 
 
Saunders:  Currently the two at most risk, Martins Ferry and Allen port complete shutdown how many at 
these sites? About 88 at Martins Ferry and more than 200 at Allenport. 
 
Brown: Allenport is in Pennsylvania. Martins Ferry is in Ohio across the river from Wheeling. Governor 
Manchin’s Communications Director Lara Ramsburg says Esmark has told the governor that jobs won’t 
be lost in West Virginia. 
 
Ramsburg: We have been in constant communication with them and they have assured us that no cuts 
will take place in West Virginia. 
 
Brown: But that’s little consolation in this area where the Ohio River doesn’t divide the community. 
Esmark plans to announce it restructuring plan within the next few weeks. 
For West Virginia Public Broadcasting, I’m Keri Brown in Bethany. 
 


