
Dow Cuts Jobs - 12/5/07 
By Clark Davis 
 
Lead: Many people across the Kanawha Valley were affected Tuesday as Dow announced that over 150 
jobs will be cut from the Union Carbide plant in South Charleston. Many of those losing their jobs were 
employees with college degrees making over 100,000. Clark Davis has more. 
 
Clark Davis: Allen Fowler the manager of Dows WV operations says the company isn’t reducing its 
commitment to research and development. Dow just won’t be doing much of it in WV.  
 
Fowler: “Well the company has you know something in the 40 to 50 sites around the world where we do 
research and development. And that is just not possible in the future, it’s just not enough critical mass. So 
we’re focusing on nine major locations around the world and unfortunately West Virginia is not one of 
those nine locations.”  
 
Davis:  Fowler wouldn’t say what makes those 9 locations more attractive then WV. Those locations 
include Midland, Michigan; Freeport, Texas; the Netherlands, and India. Dow announced in 1999 that it 
was buying Union Carbide’s So.Charleston operations. At the time it employed 2400 including 1900 at the 
tech center where the R&D jobs are located. Now Dow will employ just 550 with 100 in the tech center. 
Fowler says no other announcements are planned, but… 
 
Fowler: “Well we our commitment is currently that we have the 100 jobs remaining in R&D, we have 
another 450 jobs remaining in manufacturing, and we have no other announcements planned. Obviously 
though we do continue to manage our assets and study them on an on going basis.” 
 
Davis: Kanawha County Commissioner Kent Carper expects more job losses in the chemical industry. He 
seen to many similar announcements over the years.  
 
Carper: “It’s been estimated that we’ve lost between 20,000 and 30,000 direct chemical jobs, just in 
Kanawha Co. The county has lost tremendous brainpower. The chemical companies in the 50s, 60s, and 
70s encouraged their employees to do civic-type activity. So we’ve lost that. We’ve lost the jobs, and then 
there’s the spin-off jobs. It’s been estimated that you’ll lost between seven and ten jobs on spin-off. So it’s 
a huge loss.” 
 
Davis: Fowler says that Dow’s So.Charleston Operations were already downsizing under Union Carbide 
before Dow came along.  
 
Fowler: “Union Carbide at one time had order of magnitude 15,000 jobs in the valley, the entire chemical 
industry in the state of West Virginia has declined, probably in excess of 50% in the last 20 years, its 
migrated to the gulf coast where the plants are bigger and the access to the raw materials is easier.” 
 
Davis: Steve Roberts the head WV State Chamber of Commerce wasn’t surprised by Tuesday’s 
announcement. Rather than lament this latest loss of jobs, Roberts says the state needs to focus on the 
future.  
 
Roberts: Because worldwide business conditions change, things are changing around the world and 
companies have to make adjustments to accommodate those changes. What we really have to do is 
figure out what we can do and keep doing to make ourselves and continue to make ourselves competitive 
and attractive so as some leave some come in.” 
 
Davis: The reduction of the jobs will take place over a two year period.  
For West Virginia Public Broadcasting I’m Clark Davis in Huntington. 
 


