
Commercial trash collection competition approved for Berkeley, Jefferson Counties- 10/31/07  
By Cecelia Mason  
 

Lead:  Berkeley & Jefferson Counties are another step closer to having competition between garbage 
haulers. WV’s three public service commissioners have approved a ruling by the PSC’s chief 
administrative law judge to give Allied Waste/BFI a permit to collect commercial waste in the two counties.   

 
Mason:  Allied/BFI has been trying to get a hauling permit for more than two years now. The Berkeley 
County Solid Waste Authority has been working with BFI throughout the permitting process.  Chairman 
Clint Hogbin says in two thousand two the Authority adopted a comprehensive plan to address problems 
with disposing of the county’s garbage: 
 
Hogbin:  It was clear to us at that time that with the growth, in order to manage the growth properly from 
a solid waste perspective there was, there is a need for additional meaningful haulers to enter West 
Virginia.  And so that was a state approved plan and what you’re seeing here today, this whole effort is 
simply following through on that plan.    
 
Mason:  Hogbin says the PSC decision means BFI can compete with the current hauler, Waste 
Management, to offer commercial waste hauling and recycling.  BFI will not be able to offer services to 
residences in the two counties. Hogbin predicts everyone will benefit from the competition: 
 
Hogbin:  We can look at other markets nationally, or we can look at them even regionally and we see that 
areas that have a competitive environment tend to have lower prices. They tend to have better service.  
They also have, it’s very obvious that those areas have better development of the solid waste 
infrastructure.   
 
Mason:  BFI has agreed to work with the Berkeley County Solid Waste Authority to develop a large scale 
recycling facility if it is granted a permit.  Waste Management has objected throughout the process to 
giving BFI a permit. Waste Management can appeal the PSC decision to the state supreme court.  
Spokeswoman Judy Archibald says the company will take some time to review the PSC decision before 
deciding how to proceed.   
 
For West Virginia Public Broadcasting I’m Cecelia Mason in Shepherdstown.   

 


