
Eastern Panhandle Audubon has more opportunities for children to discover nature- 11/9/07 
By Cecelia Mason 
 
Studio Lead:  Several libraries in the Eastern Panhandle offer children the opportunity to learn more 
about nature thanks to the local Audubon group.   The Potomac Valley Audubon Society put together 
special back packs that contain educational material about birds and bugs.  Cecelia Mason has more: 
 

 
Mason:  The Potomac Valley Audubon Society used a $2000 grant from the Nora Roberts Foundation to 
create the back packs.  Kristen Alexander is PVAS Executive Director: 
 
Alexander:  This is the bird backpack.  In the bird backpack we have what’s called a bird song identifier.  
It’s a fun little tool where you can just push a button and you can hear for example what the black capped 
chickadee sounds like.  And then you can push here, I want to hear what the American robin sounds like.  
So there’s a picture of the robin and you just push the button next to it.   
 
Mason:  The backpacks include field guides and fiction books about birds and bugs.  The bird pack has 
binoculars and the bug pack has a box with a magnifier so children can see the bugs up close.  Both 
packs offer educational games and academic exercises along with a curriculum guide for teachers and 
parents who home school.  The Audubon Society hired Susie Taylor to put the packs together: 
 
Taylor:  I wanted something that, that people could instantly see a bird and go and look in the guide, or if 
they wanted a story about a bird.  And the story I chose is about eggs and a nest.  And I thought that that 
would be really relevant because a lot of children want to know about feathers and eggs and things.  And 
then I also put in there some hands on stuff because a lot of children learn better that way. 
 
Mason:  And the bug book the same thing? 
 
Taylor:  Yes. One of the books is interesting facts and I think that just all children have a lot of questions 
and parents too. I tested it out with some of my friends.  They took it home and the mom said I never 
knew that only female mosquitoes bit you.  So, a very good learning experience for both child and parent.     
 
Mason:  The Children’s Librarian at the Shepherdstown Library, Michelle Baluch, plans to use the back 
packs in some of the programs offered there. Baluch likes the fact that they include books that are both 
fiction and non fiction: 
 
Ballick:  I think sometimes you may have to use the fiction the books to get the children involved and 
engaged in it.  You know, any way to get them involved in nature is what we’re looking for.  
 
Mason:  The Potomac Valley Audubon Society hopes to expand the program to include back packs with 
different themes, and packs that can be used with groups.  Right now, the bird and bug packs are 
available at the libraries in Shepherdstown, Martinsburg and Berkley Springs.  The nature center at 
Cacapon State Park in Morgan County also has two of them.   
 
For West Virginia Public Broadcasting I’m Cecelia Mason in Shepherdstown. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


