
Officials discuss smart growth at Martinsburg conference- 10/18/07 
By Cecelia Mason 
 
Studio lead:  About 150 people from across WV and nearby states learned more about encouraging 
smart growth during a conference in Martinsburg Wednesday. The WV Dept of Environmental Protection 
sponsored the conference. Speakers touched on issues ranging from managing storm water to creating 
laws that encourage development that won’t damage the environment and raise taxes. Cecelia Mason 
has more: 
 
Mason: The WV DEP planned its first smart growth conference in Martinsburg because the Eastern 
Panhandle has experienced extensive urban sprawl over the past few years. Greg Adolfson is a Public 
Outreach Specialist with the DEP: 
 
Adolfson:  We love to see the growth and the potential to create the economic opportunity, however we 
wonder if we’re really doing it in a smart fashion   
 
Mason: The keynote speaker was former MD Gov. Parris Glendening. One of Glendening’s priorities 
during his two terms as Governor was creating a smart growth initiative in MD.  Glendening now heads 
the Smart Growth Leadership Institute, an organization that promotes growth that doesn’t harm the 
environment or quality of life in a community. Glendening says government can help by revamping the 
building and zoning laws so it they don’t subsidizing sprawl: 
 
Glendening:  Which means, don’t approve a new subdivision and then immediately say oh and also 
we’re going to build a new school and a new road a new fire station and everything else and we’re going 
to neglect the old area. Obviously if you’re a young family and you see the new school out there that’s 
where you’re going to go. Instead let’s remodel and make first class the existing school and the existing 
community and watch those same young families start to move back.   
 
Mason:  Proponents of smart growth face several challenges as they encourage communities to promote 
higher density development that is closer to town and offers a mix of housing and businesses. Jefferson 
and Berkeley Counties are littered with subdivisions that cover what was once farm land. Many of the 
houses in these subdivisions are owned by people who work in the Washington DC area. They bought 
houses in WV and commute three or four hours a day to work because they could get a bigger house on 
a larger plot of land for less money than they’d spend closer to work. But Glendening says these 
commuters aren’t really getting much of a bargain: 
 
Glendening: And so if you come out and you are getting a mortgage that you say OK this is $600 a 
month, but then you’re also filling your tank up a couple times a week. And if you’re in the DC area you’re 
doing at least that. And you are paying in today’s prices a $100 dollars a week, $400 a month. What 
you’re really doing for your housing transportation combination is paying a $1000 a month to live here.    
 
Mason:  Smart growth covers more than regulating new housing. Glendening says it’s also important to 
create the kind of community that attracts companies that pay high enough wages to discourage 
commuting. Glendening says WV is having difficulty with economic development: 
 
Glendening: The truth is that WV population wise is one of the slowest growing in the country. This area 
is growing because of commuter traffic. But in terms of jobs and the value of the jobs it is the slowest in 
the country. And much of it based on industry that is not sustainable over the long run. And so given that, 
it is an ideal time I think to, to, for everyone to come together and say OK, what’s a better future for us?     
 
Mason: Glendening says the best way to attract better paying companies is to focus on improving 
education and the quality of life rather than by offering tax breaks and incentives. The DEP’s Greg 
Adolfson says most counties in WV don’t have the tools, like zoning, to encourage smart growth. And he 
says there needs to be more cooperation between local governments to encourage it: 
 



Adolfson:  I think we need to work together regionally.  We need to quit working inside of our box, inside 
of our city, the country government, we need to start looking at more regionalized concepts.   
 
Mason:  Adolfson says the DEP plans to have more smart growth conferences in other parts of the state 
next year.  For West Virginia Public Broadcasting I’m Cecelia Mason in Martinsburg. 
 
 


