
Legislators meeting in Martinsburg discuss education funding - 9/10/07 
By Cecelia Mason 
 
Studio Lead:  The state capitol is temporarily set up in Martinsburg, where members of the legislature 
are conducting this month’s interim meeting.  Yesterday afternoon an education subcommittee learned 
more about how the state’s system that distributes money to counties for education comes up short.  
Cecelia Mason has more: 

 
Mason:  The interim hearing on public school finance was a lesson in contrasts.  Presentations from 
three superintendents illustrated that whether it’s the fastest growing school district in the state, or one of 
the smallest, the state school aid formula doesn’t work well. First up was Berkeley County Superintendent 
Manny Arvon. Berkeley County has grown by nearly 6,000 students since 1990. In 2001, county voters 
passed a bond to help pay for renovations and construction: 
 
Arvon:  Since 2001 as you can see from the chart here we have completed 18 major renovations or new 
schools or additions to our school system and at the bottom here we’ve had two significant land 
purchases for future schools because like every place else land is not getting any cheaper so we buy it 
and plan for the future.   
 
Mason:  Even with an aggressive building program, Arvon says about 2600 Berkeley County students 
attend classes in approximately 100 trailers.  Berkeley County struggles financially not only to create 
enough classrooms, but to hire enough teachers to serve about 17,000 students.  The same struggle 
takes place in Pendleton County where about 1100 children attend school: 
 
Lambert:  It’s the tale of two cities kinda, to borrow from Dickens.  We’re at the other end of the spectrum 
in regards to funding.    
 
Mason:  Doug Lambert is Pendleton County’s Superintendent.  He estimates Pendleton County’s student 
population has decreased by about 150 students in the last six years.  The school aid formula is based on 
number of students, and Lambert says the county budget has been cut more than $500,000 in the past 
two years. 
 
Lambert:  Things most counties take for granted, guidance counselors, we have two in our county: one 
high school, one that serves the middle school and the three elementary schools.  We have no art in our 
elementary schools.   
 
Mason:  Lambert told the legislators that Pendleton County is the fourth largest in the state.  Because 
students live in all parts of the county, the Board of Education must maintain schools within a reasonable 
driving distance: 
 
Lambert:  It is a sparse student population that we face.  Honestly, once you fall below 1400 students, 
the school aid formula simply does not work. We have certain basic needs that I think Jefferson, Putnam, 
Kanawha, Wood, I can go on and on, have. And we are struggling, struggling mightily right now, to meet. 
 
Mason:  Putnam is the lone county in the western area of the state that’s seen growth. Putnam County 
has one thousand more students than it did in 1990. Superintendent Chuck Hatfield says he’s concerned 
about paying for state mandates that don’t come with extra money: 
 
Hatfield:  You know when we increase the social study graduation requirements, I’m sorry, then that’s 
more staff. It doesn’t matter whether you get more students, whether the enrollment increases or 
decreases its extra teaching positions in order to deliver that curriculum.   
 
Mason:  Hatfield says the school aid formula doesn’t pay for extra teachers who are needed when class 
sizes are limited, or the advanced placement courses all school districts are encouraged to offer.  And he 
says certain staff positions are also left out of the formula.  Another issue many counties face is hiring 
highly qualified teachers.  



The problem is especially acute in growing school districts because they have to hire more teachers 
every year. Rick Deuell is Berkeley County’s Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources. Deuell says 
nearly half the new teachers hired by Berkeley County this year are not considered qualified: 
 
Deuell:  Over 2500 of our students right now are being taught by unqualified, uncertified people. And this 
has been going on for five years. Now this is a problem everywhere in the United States, and it’s a 
problem in West Virginia.  But it’s more of a problem here because we’re sandwiched between some of 
most affluent counties in the entire United States. 
 
Mason:  Deuell presented statistics that show first year teachers can drive one county into MD or VA and 
earn between $4,000 and $12,000 more a year. Legislators learned about two other obstacles to hiring 
teachers. For certification WV requires teachers to have at least a 2.5 grade point average in college.  
Deuell told the legislators that requirement often prevents him from recruiting very qualified and 
experienced teachers who are certified and teaching in other states. WV’s rules also make it difficult for 
people who aren’t US citizens to teach foreign language. Deuell says having more flexibility in that area 
would help as well.   
 
For West Virginia Public Broadcasting I’m Cecelia Mason in Martinsburg. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


