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New Educational Broadcasting Director Named
Dennis Adkins to fill position left by retirement of longtime director Rita Ray
CHARLESTON ( The West Virginia Educational Broadcasting Authority (EBA) today announced the new EBA executive director, Dennis Adkins of South Charleston, West Virginia, following a nationwide search. The search, assisted by NETA Consulting, was conducted by a search committee composed of all Educational Broadcasting Authority members with representatives of the EBA Foundation and Friends of Public Broadcasting groups.
A West Virginia native, Adkins has been in professional broadcasting since 1964, including his undergraduate study at Marshall University and service with Armed Forces Radio and TV. He worked for WCHS-TV in Charleston and Huntington for more than a quarter century, including 12 years as general manager. He has nearly two decades of experience as a station general manager, a portion of which involved the development and operation of a five-station network in Colorado.
Kay Goodwin, Cabinet Secretary of the West Virginia Department of Education and the Arts and governor’s designated chairman of the Educational Broadcasting Authority, said the applicant pool was extensive with numerous well-qualified candidates. “We are very pleased that Mr. Adkins, with his vast experience in operating multiple-station systems within West Virginia and in other states, is willing to undertake this important mission.”
Longtime EBA director Rita Ray is retiring Nov. 30. Adkins’ appointment becomes effective Dec. 1. Gov. Joe Manchin approved Mr. Adkins from finalists submitted by the search committee.
“Dennis will build on the EBA’s reputation for quality noncommercial broadcasting that has served our state and our children for many years,” Manchin said. “His professional background and enthusiasm for this position make him a great match.”
The Educational Broadcasting Authority is the official agency for West Virginia Public Broadcasting, which nurtures personal growth, promotes civic responsibility and inspires lifelong discovery through high-quality programming and services. Three public television stations and 14 public radio outlets comprise the statewide public broadcast system. West Virginia Public Radio, West Virginia PBS, wvpubcast.org and Ready To Learn® are all services of West Virginia Public Broadcasting.
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