
Wheeling Symphony moves to John Marshall HS – 08/13/07 
By Keri Brown, WV Public Broadcasting 
 
For the past 50 years, the Wheeling Symphony Orchestra has called the Capital Music Hall in downtown 
Wheeling home. But since the hall closed to the public in May, the symphony has been scrambling to find 
a new stage to perform its upcoming concert season. The new location will be across county lines at the 
John Marshall High School auditorium in Glendale. Keri Brown Reports. 
 
Keri: Paul Tucker is President of Board of Directors for the Wheeling Symphony.  
He says he hopes the move to John Marshall High School will be temporary. 
 
Tucker: We have not spoken with new owners yet. They have indicated anxious to speak with us. I 
anticipate at some time will be moving back to capital but difficult to know how long will be at John 
Marshall. It may be one season, may be longer. 
 
Keri: John Marshall High School is making improvements to its auditorium thanks to some state funding. 
New Carpeting, seats and air conditioning are being installed, just in time for the Symphony’s new 
season.  
 
Susan Hogan is the Executive Director of the Symphony.  
She says the change in venue will help the orchestra reach new audiences. 
 
Hogan: We would have to have changed our season if we went to any of the churches because of alter 
size and single ticket sales would be limited. This performing arts center has 1100 seats as opposed to 
2450 at the Capital, so will make experience more intimate. And stage is larger than Capital, so it’s a 
chance to be grateful for change and excited about beauty, but looking forward to going back to the 
Capital some day  
 
 
Keri: Earlier this month, a Wheeling dentist and some friends bought the Capital Music Hall.  Live Nation  
stopped booking live Jamboree USA shows in December 2005, but the symphony had been renting the 
hall until May of this year. That’s when Several Fire code violations forced the hall’s closure. 
 
But the Symphony isn’t moving completely out of Ohio County . It’s Pop series will be held at Wesbanco 
Arena in downtown Wheeling.   
 
Meanwhile, Valez and his partners hope to re-open the Capital Music Hall sometime this Fall. For West 
Virginia Public Broadcasting, I’m Keri Brown in Marshall County. 


