Committee kills Manchin mining bill
By Scott Finn

Studio lead: Another of Governor Joe Manchin’s bills died in a Senate committee today after a coal lobbyist speaks against it. That makes three of Manchin’s proposals killed by the Legislature this year.

Meanwhile, Senators are putting together several proposed business tax cuts in a larger package they hope will make West Virginia competitive with neighboring states, once and for all. Scott Finn reports.

Finn standup: There are only a few ways for a bill to pass, and a hundred ways for bills to die – most of them before they reach the Senate floor. That happened today in the Senate Energy, Industry and Mining Committee, which scuttled a bill by Governor Manchin.

Finn VO: The bill would require coal, natural gas and oil companies to share information about where reserves are located with the state Geological survey. Jeff Herholdt directs the state Division of Energy.

Herholdt: What we’re trying to address is the inability of the geological survey to map resources in the state.

Finn: Herholdt said that better maps would encourage more energy exploration in the state. But lawmakers wanted to hear the coal industry’s side of things, as they often do. Jason Bostic of the state Coal Association said the bill would actually discourage the industry.

Bostic: There is a concern about confidentiality. This is just not the way to do it.

Finn: Senator Ron Stollings of Boone County amended the bill to keep the information confidential for 10 years instead of three years. Even then, the committee rejected the bill on a voice vote – with no official record of who voted which way.

It’s the second Manchin bill that the Senate committee has killed this year. The other would have ended a tax break for coalbed methane producers.
Also, Senators are packaging together several proposed tax breaks for business. Senate Bill 465 would eliminate the business franchise tax by 2015. Senate Joint Resolution 12 would change the constitution to do away with taxes on manufacturing inventory and equipment, and Senate Bill 680 would reduce the corporate net tax.

Senator Brooks McCabe says the Senate deserves credit for tackling these complicated tax bills, especially this year.

McCabe: I would like to point out, that this is an election year.
Finn: Senators are expecting a lively debate Friday on the business franchise bill. Senate Republicans plan to introduce an amendment to eliminate the tax immediately, at a cost of about $80 million.

Also, senators passed eight bills, including Senate Bill 13, which allows dental hygenists to perform certain tasks without the supervision of a dentist, and Senate Bill 156, which provides tuition waivers for children and spouses of National Guard and active military personnel who are killed in action. Both bills go to the House.

For West Virginia Public Broadcasting, I’m Scott Finn in Charleston.
