Torture suspect accused of beating alleged rape victim before -- 9/14/08
By Scott Finn, West Virginia Public Broadcasting
The U.S. Attorney for West Virginia’s Southern District, Charles Miller, announced Wednesday that his office will not pursue hate crime charges in the Logan county rape and kidnapping case. But as Anna Sale reports, that does not settle the question of what role race played in this case. We'll have that story in a moment. 

First, a look at the relationship between the victim, 20 year-old Megan Williams and at two of her alleged attackers - 49 year-old Frankie Brewster and her son, 23 year-old Bobby Ray Brewster, both of Big Creek.
Just two months ago, Bobby Ray Brewster was charged with beating Williams at his mother's home  -- the same trailer where her alleged torture took place.

It wasn't the first warning sign. Bobby Ray Brewster has a long rap sheet, a history of mental illness and a reputation as a man to avoid. Even his own father was scared of him, according to relatives, and with good reason - when he was still a teenager, he shot his father dead. Scott Finn reports.

Finn: It’s the details of what happened to Megan Williams that make this case so disturbing. Police say she was raped, forced to eat rat and dog feces, and stabbed repeatedly.

On Saturday, police say they approached the trailer. Frankie Brewster told them that no one was there. Williams limped toward the door with her arms held out, saying, “help me.”

But last week wasn’t the first time police had come to the Brewster trailer to look for Williams. Just two months ago, they arrested Bobby Ray Brewster on that same porch for allegedly beating Williams.

There are some striking similarities between the two events. On July 19th, Bobby Ray Brewster told police he hadn’t seen Williams for several days, according to the criminal complaint. The police searched anyway, and found Williams behind the trailer. She said she was hiding from Bobby Ray and his mother, Frankie, and that she was beaten just before the officers arrived.

Bobby Ray Brewster was charged with domestic assault, domestic battery and lying to police. He was out on bail when he’s alleged to have kidnapped and brutalized Williams.

We still don’t know exactly how Williams ended up back at the Brewster trailer, and Logan County Prosecutor Brian Abraham says he can’t tell us, at least not yet:

Abraham: All I can verify is that she was obviously present in Logan County in July of this year because of the nature of that earlier charge. What transpired between July and the current issues, I can’t offer any information about how or why she came to be back in the Logan area, if she ever left. So that’s something that does remain the subject of the ongoing investigation.
Finn: There’s something about those July charges that hints at a relationship between Williams and Brewster. He was charged with domestic assault and battery, and the law says that means family or a member of the household.

But Abraham warns against reading too much into these charges.

Abraham: Again, that was alleged by the officer, maybe based on the circumstances he was given at the scene that night. So again, just the fact that he was charged on that date with domestic battery, don’t let that cause you to believe there was a domestic situation…relationship there. There may have been. They may have not been. I can’t speculate on that.
Finn: Whatever connection Bobby Ray Brewster had to Williams, the people who know him best say they weren’t surprised to hear of the charges.

They say it goes back to when he shot and killed his father, when he was just a teenager.

Tomblin: And he broke in that window, come in the kitchen way and got the gun and killed him with it, shot him in the back of the head.
Finn: That’s Sidney Tomblin, Bobby Ray’s uncle. He lost both his mother and his brother at the hands of Bobby Ray and his mother, Frankie.

It’s a complicated story involving an interlocking family tree. We’ll start with Bisha Tomblin – his brother calls him “Bish”. He apparently had a common-law marriage with Frankie Brewster. They had two sons, Hallie Joe and Bobby Ray.

It’s still not clear what their early childhood was like – but there are signs of trouble. Hallie Joe’s in prison now for sexually assaulting an eight-year-old girl. As terrible as that is, the circuit judge in the case expressed sympathy for Hallie Joe because of his “horrible home life.”

In 1994, Frankie Brewster shot and killed her mother-in-law, 84-year-old Polly Ferrell. Brewster’s lawyers argued that she was mentally ill at the time – something Sidney Tomblin doesn’t believe.

Tomblin: No, I don’t believe it. She was a’fakin it.

Finn: Eventually she pleaded guilty to voluntary manslaughter and another charge and was sentenced to 20 years in jail – although she was paroled after serving five years.

While she was in jail, Bish Tomblin had to take care of his son Bobby by himself. Sidney Tomblin says he doesn’t know exactly what was wrong with Bobby Ray, except that his father took him for psychiatric help more than once.

He says Bish Tomblin was afraid of his own son, and with good reason.

Tomblin: He had him to the doctor many a time. Doctors told my brother not to turn his back on him.

Finn: Then came the day in March 1998 when Bobby Ray Brewster shot and killed Bish Tomblin in his home.

Bobby Ray Brewster was tried as a juvenile and sent to a state facility – until he became an adult and was released, according to Sidney Tomblin.
Brewster’s juvenile records are sealed and not available to the public. But in addition to Sidney Tomblin’s story, we also got confirmation from Logan County Sheriff Eddie Hunter that Bobby Ray Brewster had shot and killed his father.

Just this March, Bobby Ray Brewster got in trouble again. He was arrested on charges of threatening his mother with a machete. 

Most of those charges were dropped. His mother Frankie refused to testify against him. He was convicted of obstructing an officer and sentenced to 8 days in jail.

At the time, deputies told the Logan Banner that Brewster was hearing voices, and that he needed to kill to stop the voices.

That didn’t surprise his uncle, either, who already knew about the voices.

Tomblin: He wanted to kill, kill, kill. The voices tell him to kill.

Finn: Tomblin wonders why his nephew didn’t get the psychiatric help he needed. Mental health professionals and the police say they can’t talk about whether Bobby received mental health services because of confidentiality laws.

But now, Tomblin just hopes his nephew and sister-in-law go away for a very, very long time.

Tomblin: I feel they ought to be in prison for the rest of their lives.

Finn: For West Virginia Public Broadcasting, I’m Scott Finn in Charleston.
