Cabell Co. woman pleads guilty to murdering nephew - 6-19-07

By: Kristin Murdock, WV Public Broadcasting
Studio intro:


Almost two years ago, the mother of 2-year-old Hevin Dakota Jenkins reported him missing the day after Christmas.


Her sister, Tonya Sloan, had been watching the toddler at her home in Salt Rock in Cabell County.


Sloan originally told authorities her nephew was kidnapped, then

said he died after a medical emergency.

   
But on Tuesday, Sloan admitted in a Cabell County courtroom that she killed her nephew.


She was then sentenced to 40 years in prison.


Kristin Murdock reports.

Murdock: 29-year-old Tonya Sloan called her two-year-old nephew’s death an accident. She was upset with Kody because he had just dirtied his diaper. She reacted by roughly throwing him into the bathtub. Judge Alfred Ferguson read her statement to the court.

Ferguson: Kody had pooped in his pants. I brought him into the bathroom to clean him. I was upset. I put him in the tub with force. Kody couldn’t get his balance. He fell, and hit his head on the tub hard. He immediately started having problems. I picked him up and took him to the bedroom and tried to help him breathe. I never meant for Kody to get hurt, and I’m really sorry I disposed of his body.
Murdock: After Ferguson read the statement, Sloan herself addressed the courtroom to offer apologies and ask the forgiveness of her sister, Amy White.

Sloan: I won’t sit here and make excuses for the awful crime I committed. I never meant to cause any harm to Kody intentionally. I have brought shame upon myself as a mother, an aunt and a woman. Because of me there will never be complete closure. Amy, I have taken away from you, I have taken something away from you that you can never be given back. And I will spend the rest of my days trying to receive your forgiveness. 

Murdock: Sloan had been watching Kody in mid-December 2005 while her sister was recovering from an injury. 

On the night that Kody hit his head, Cabell County prosecutor, Chris Chiles says Sloan tried to cover up the murder. 

She put Kody in a trash bag and drove across the county line into Lincoln County and then threw his body into the Guyandotte River.  

Chiles: She drove back the next day, saw the baby’s body floating in that water. Went back that night, got the body out of that river. Took him back home, back into the bathroom, and then put Cody’s body into another black trash bag with the tire rim tied around it for weight. And then she and Mr. Milam came back to Huntington, drove across the bridge into Ohio and threw the body in the river. 
Murdock: Anthony Milam was Sloan’s live-in boyfriend at the time of the murder. Prosecutors say he drove the car as Sloan dumped Kodys’ body into the Ohio River from Huntingtons’ West End bridge.

After several attempts, divers have never been able to find the body of Kody Jenkins in the Ohio River. 

Anthony Milam pleaded guilty last Friday in front of the same judge to one count of accessory after the fact, in connection to the death. He pleaded to a misdemeanor and faces up to a year in jail.

Meanwhile, Tonya Sloan was sentenced to the maximum 40 years in prison after pleading guilty to a second-degree murder charge.

Again, Cabell County Prosecutor Chris Chiles.

Chiles: We’re satisfied with the outcome, it’s a terrible, terrible case. It’s a tragic case for the mother of this poor child. But because of never being able to find the body, know for sure what happened in the case and how the baby was killed, we felt like this was a very appropriate plea. And 40 years in prison, under these circumstances, she’ll be in there for a long time. As she should be. 
Murdock: Sloan was scheduled to go on trial next Tuesday. 

For WV Public Broadcasting, I’m Kristin Murdock in Huntington.

